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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
11/02/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This office action is in response to communications filed 11/02/2007. Claims 1-7 
are cancelled. Claims 8-13 have been previously presented. Claims 14-17 are new. 

Response to Remarks 

3. The applicant has made no remarks or arguments in reference to the cited prior 
art. 

The examiner maintains rejections for claims 8-13 from the final rejection dated 
6/14/2007 and the advisory action dated 10/30/2007. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ivanyi (US 6,286,140) in view of Del Sesto et al (US 6,530,082 and hereafter referred to 
as "Delsesto") and McClard (US 6,438,752 and hereafter referred to as "Mcclard") and 
Ozer et al (US 6,704,929 and hereafter referred to as "Ozer"). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 11, Ivanyi discloses a viewing and listening information 
computing apparatus (Figure 1,4, Figure 4) comprising: reception state management 
means for obtaining a reception log of at least one broadcast receiver (Figure 1 , 4, 
Figure 2, 45, Figure 3, 28-31, Column 7, lines 64-67, Column 8, lines 1-5); a database 
in which the obtained reception log and program information concerning a broadcast 
program are recorded (Figure 1,4, Figure 4, 56, Column 10, lines 1-8, Figure 5, 90); 
and viewing and listening information management means (Figure 4, 41) for computing 
viewing and listening information which is information concerning viewing and/or 
listening based on the reception log and the program information read from the 
database (Column 9, lines 25-40, lines 66-67, Column 10, lines 1-8, lines 59-65). 
Ivanyi discloses that the television viewer behavior is monitored for channel being 
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viewed (Column 9, lines 66-67, Column 1-10). Ivanyi is silent on the reception state 
management means for obtaining a receiver ID, of at least one broadcast receiver, a 
database in which receiver ID is recorded, viewing and listening management means for 
computing viewing and listening information based on receiver ID read from the 
database, predetermined time a channel and/or program is viewed and to not record a 
reception in the reception log in the storage unit when the receiving unit does not 
continuously receive a channel and/or a program for at least the predetermined period, 
and that the viewing and listening information includes viewer preferences for each 
segment of a program. 

Delsesto disclose a reception state management means for obtaining a reception 
log or response packet and a receiver ID of at least one broadcast receiver (Figure 5, 
Column 15, lines 26-39, Column 13, lines 32-39, Column 9, lines 66-67, Column 10, 
lines 1-42), a database in which the reception log and receiver ID are recorded, and 
viewing and listening management means for computing viewing and listening 
information which is information concerning viewing and listening based on the 
reception log or response packet, the receiver ID read from the database (Column 15, 
lines 26-67, Column 16, lines 1-16). Mcclard discloses a broadcast receiver (Figure 3, 
38) comprising: a reception of at least one broadcast receiver only when the only one 
broadcast receiver continuously receives one of a channel (Column 5, lines 52-65) and 
a program (Column 5, lines 52-65) for at least a predetermined period (Column 5, lines 
52-65) and does not record a reception in the reception log in the storage unit when the 
receiving unit does not continuously receive a channel and/or a program for at least the 
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predetermined period or only records if the channel remained tuned for a . 
predetermined period (Column 5, lines 52-65). Ozer discloses that the viewing and 
listening information includes viewer preferences for each segment of a program or the 
length of time of the programming viewer and the portion of the program not viewed 
(Column 8, lines 59-67, Column 9, lines 1-8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
modify Ivanyi to include a reception state management means for obtaining a receiver 
ID of at least one broadcast receiver (Figure 5, Column 15, lines 26-39, Column 13, 
lines 32-39, Column 9, lines 66-67, Column 10, lines 1-42), a database in which the 
receiver ID are recorded, and viewing and listening management means for computing 
viewing and listening information which is information concerning viewing and listening 
based on the receiver ID read from the database (Column 15, lines 26-67, Column 16, 
lines 1-16) as taught by Delsesto in order to accurately monitor of viewer ship and 
usage (Column 1, lines 28-65) as disclosed by Delsesto. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Ivanyi to include that a reception of at least one broadcast receiver only when the only 
one broadcast receiver continuously receives one of a channel (Column 5, lines 52-65) 
and a program (Column 5, lines 52-65) for at least a predetermined period (Column 5, 
lines 52-65) and does not record a reception in the reception log in the storage unit 
when the receiving unit does not continuously receive a channel and/or a program for at 
least the predetermined period or only records if the channel remained tuned for a 
predetermined period (Column 5, lines 52-65) as taught by Mcclard in order to provide 
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an easier way for users to browse through programs to programs that they find 
interesting (Column 2, lines 1-7) as disclosed by Mcclard. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Ivanyi to include the viewing and listening information includes viewer 
preferences for each segment of a program (Column 8, lines 59-67, Column 9, lines 1- 
8) as taught by Ozer in order to provide a way to find out a audience share of a 
television programs to determine program schedules, advertising schemes, price rates 
for airtime, and retention or termination of programs (Column 1, lines 23-31) as 
disclosed by Ozer. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 12, Ivanyi, Delsesto, Mcclard and Ozer disclose all the 
limitations of Claims 8 and 1 1 respectively. Ivanyi discloses that the reception log 
includes one of channel received by the broadcast receiver (Column 10, line 1, Column 
7, lines 19-20), program identification information or detailed information in reference to 
a o program or commercial (Column 10, lines 59-65, Column 11, lines 1-12) and 
reception period information (Column 8, lines 1-25, Column 10, lines 1-8); and the 
viewing and listening information to be computed includes an audience rating for one of 
a predetermined channel (Column 9, lines 38-40) and program (Column 10, lines 59-64, 
Column 11, lines 1-12). 

Regarding Claims 10 and 13, Ivanyi, Delsesto, Mcclard and Ozer disclose all the 
limitations of Claims 8 and 1 1 respectively. Ivanyi discloses that the reception log 
includes one of a channel received by the broadcast receiver (Column 10, line 1, 
Column 7, lines 19-20) and program identification information or detailed information in 
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reference to a program or commercial (Column 10, lines 59-65, Column 11, lines 1-12) 
and reception period information (Column 8, lines 1-25, Column 10, lines 1-8); and the 
viewing and listening information to be computed includes a non-viewing and non- 
listening rating for one of a predetermined channel or program or the central computer 
processes polling information for a large group of viewers to obtain statistical 
information about viewer behavior for demographic and geographic groups, which reads 
on viewers and non viewers being polled on programs/channels viewed (Column 9, 
lines 34-40, Column 10, lines 53-67, Column 11, lines 1-24). 

6. Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ivanyi in view of Delsesto and Ozer. 

Regarding Claims 14 and 17, Ivanyi discloses a system and a method of 
obtaining viewing and listening information (Figure 1, 100), comprising: a receiver 
(Figure 1,1), including: 

A receiving unit for selecting a channel and for receiving a broadcast (Figure 2, 
21, Column 6, lines 48-52, Column 7, lines 10-12); a controller for controlling channel 
selection (Figure 2, 21, Column 7, lines 10-12) and for detecting a reception log (Figure 
2, 21, 33A-D, Column 7, lines 13-30); a memory for storing the reception log (Column 7, 
lines 64-67, Column 8, lines 1-12, 33-39, Figure 1, 36); a viewing and listening 
information computing apparatus communicatively coupled to the receiver (Figure 1, 4, 
Figure 4), the viewing and listening information computing apparatus including: a 
reception state management computer for obtaining a reception log from the receiver 
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(Figure 4, 45, Figure 1 , 4, Figure 3, 28-31 , Column 7, lines 65-67, Column 8, lines 1-5, 
40-63, Column 9, lines 25-40); a database in which the obtained reception log is 
recorded (Figure 1, 4, Figure 4, 45); a program management computer for receiving 
program information including program ID or detailed information in reference to a 
program or commercial (Column 10, lines 59-65, Column 11, lines 1-12, Figure 4, 4) 
and a viewing and listening information management computer for computing viewing 
and listening information concerning viewing and listening for a program based on the 
reception log, and the program information (Figure 4, 41, Column 9, lines 25-40, 66-67, 
Column 10, lines 1-8, 59-65). Ivanyi is silent on a memory storing a receiver ID; the 
reception state management computer obtaining the receiver ID from the receiver; a 
database in which the obtained receiver ID are recorded; and a viewing and listening 
information management computer for computing viewing and listening information 
concerning viewing and listening for each segment of a program based on the reception 
log, the receiver ID, and the program information, and for transmitting the used to 
computed viewing and listening information to a program producer. 

Delsesto discloses that each receiver has a receiver ID that is included in the 
response and a storage device (Figure 1, 120, Figure 2, 120, 212, 214, Column 10, 
lines 35-36, Figure 5, 530). It is necessarily included that the receiver has a memory 
storing the receiver ID as it is included in the response packet. Delsesto discloses a 
reception state management means for obtaining a reception log or response packet 
and a receiver ID of at least one broadcast receiver (Figure 5, Column 15, lines 26-39, 
Column 13, lines 32-39, Column 9, lines 66-67, Column 10, lines 1- 42), a database in 
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which the receiver ID is recorded (Column 15, lines 26-54), a program management 
computer for receiving program information including a program ID or any data used to 
identify a program (Column 16, lines 2-16, Figures 6A-B) and viewing and listening 
management means for computing viewing and listening information for a program 
based on the reception log or response packet, the receiver ID and program information 
(Column 15, lines 26-67, Column 16, lines 1-16, Figure 4, 422, 424, 426, Figure 6) for 
transmitting the computed viewing and listening information to a program producer 
(Column 5, lines 1 1-16, Column 16, lines 18-29). Ozer discloses that the viewing and 
listening information includes viewer preferences for each segment of a program or the 
length of time of the programming viewer and the portion of the program not viewed 
(Column 8, lines 59-67, Column 9, lines 1-8) and also a program management 
computer receiving program information including a program ID (Column 12, lines 26- 
30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
modify Ivanyi to include receiver has a memory storing the receiver ID (Figure 1, 120, 
Figure 2, 120, 212, 214, Column 10, , lines 35-36, Figure 5, 530), a reception state 
management means for obtaining a receiver ID of at least one broadcast receiver 
(Figure 5, Column 15, lines 26-39, Column 13, lines 32-39, Column 9, lines 66-67, 
Column 10, lines 1- 42), a database in which the receiver ID is recorded (Column 15, 
lines 26-54), and viewing and listening management means for computing viewing and 
listening information for a program based on the reception log or response packet, the 
receiver ID and program information (Column 15, lines 26-67, Column 16, lines 1-16, 
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Figure 4, 422, 424, 426, Figure 6) for transmitting the computed viewing and listening 
information to a program producer (Column 5, lines 11-16, Column 16, lines 18-29) as 
taught by Delsesto in order to accurately monitor of viewer ship and usage (Column 1 , 
lines 28-65) as disclosed by Delsesto. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combination to 
include the viewing and listening information includes viewer preferences for each 
segment of a program (Column 8, lines 59-67, Column 9, lines 1-8) as taught by Ozer in 
order to provide a way to find out a audience share of a television programs to 
determine program schedules, advertising schemes, price rates for airtime, and 
retention or termination of programs (Column 1, lines 23-31) as disclosed by Ozer. 

Regarding Claim 15, Ivanyi, Delsesto and Ozer disclose all the limitations of 
Claim 14. Ozer discloses the receiver and the viewing and listening information 
computing apparatus are coupled via a communication network including the Internet 
(Column 10, lines 8-10). 

Regarding Claim 16, Ivanyi, Delsesto and Ozer disclose all the limitations of 
Claim 14. Delsesto discloses the receiver and the viewing and listening information 
computing apparatus are coupled via an external computer (Figure 1, 120, 122, 128). 

Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farzana E. Hossain whose telephone number is 571- 
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272-5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:00 am to 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FEH 

January 18, 2008 s\ f\/ * A 



3:00 pm. 



273-8300. 




